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Membership Meeting Minutes 
October 4, 2016 

 

1. Arrival and Free Pizza Dinner (6:30–7:00) 
● Families enjoyed pizza, veggies, fruit, and cookies.  

 
2. Approval Of Minutes (7:00-7:05) 

● Suzanne Feinspan moved to approve the minutes from September’s meeting. Derek 
Willis seconded the motion.  The membership voted unanimously to approve. 

 
3. President’s Remarks/Announcements (7:05-7:10) 

● PTA Membership Updates 
○ We’ve met our membership goal of an increase in 15% and still have a little ways 

to go to the stretch goal of 150. 
○ Ms. Rykoskey’s class is still in the lead for percentage of the class who are 

members of the PTA 
● Glen Haven was the first MCPS PTA to send in their fall membership information, so we 

will be receiving a customized banner for our PTA from MCCPTA 
● Safety Updates 

○ “Clown” threats have been called into area schools or send via twitter and social 
media; there is no credible risk according to authorities; authorities are, 
nonetheless, asking people to be aware and pay attention when in the school 
vicinity 

○ Parent assaulted walking home from school after a recent event; community 
members are urged to be extra vigilant when going home, to walk with others, 
and to keep an eye out in the neighborhood 

○ In response to this incident, there will likely be a couple of self-defence classes 
offered to parents and staff 

● Follow Up From Previous Meeting 
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○ Board took comments from last meeting and put together calendar of speakers 
for the year for the PTA meetings; Board will try to share the confirmed speakers 
as far ahead as possible 

● Still looking for responses to the community survey; will likely be sending out in 
Wednesday folders in the coming weeks 

 
 

● Had great turn out for “Sweep the Creek” of approximately 50 people; we will have 
another around Earth Day in April 

● Have awarded first PTA mini-grant - $250 for after school program grants - allow all kids 
at school to attend after school programs, regardless of ability to pay  

 
4. Budget Report (7:10-7:15) 

● PTA has met and exceeded our membership revenue goal 
● Thanks to the recent donation drive, the PTA raised $410 
● Spirit Wear sales closed last week and we will be sending orders out once we receive 

them later this month. We netted $460 from this first sale. We will have additional sale in 
the spring with possibly different colors/styles. 

● The Book Fair sold over $5090 worth of merchandise, not including the online sale. This 
far surpassed the last book fair revenue which was at that point the highest we’d had 
($3900). The PTA wanted to encourage teachers to do the classroom wishlist and 
pre-shop the sale. Because we did so well, we’ll be donating one book from each 
teacher’s wish list to them. 

 
5. Committee Presentations (7:15-7:25) 

● Each committee chair talked briefly about what their committee will be doing and what 
they need 

○ County Delegates - Delegates advocate for the needs of the school at the 
County level.  County is currently primarily focused on construction issues. 
There are also Cluster meetings which coordinate with schools in our area.  If 
parents/teachers have thoughts or ideas about construction needs or something 
else, please contact the delegates.  
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● Committee needs:  Need an additional delegate to split the duties. 
Meetings are generally in the evenings a couple of times per 
month, approximately 1-2 hours. 

○ After School Programs - We are running basketball, soccer, lego robotics, 
cooking, Spanish for K-2. May be offering dance and pottery in the future.  

● Committee Needs: Need additional parents to coordinate a 
program (make flyers, coordinate with the organization re 
registration, rooms are reserved, etc.) to be able to offer more 
options. Work for this committee doesn’t require being at school.  It 
can occasionally be helpful to be at school for beginning of classes, 
but others can do that if coordinator isn’t available. 

○ Fundraising and Community Events -  
■ We’re rolling out the Box Tops program; parents should send in box tops 

making sure that kids name and class are on them.  There will be 
incentives of popcorn parties and pizza to encourage them to be turned in.  

■ Dine-out nights are tentatively being planned for the year at Wendys and 
possibly Chipotle and others.  

■ Next big fundraiser will be a bakesale on Election Day - last year’s brought 
in $1k.  If you’re interested in baking, please sign up.  

● Committee Needs: Need folks to help coordinate Dine-Out Nights. 
This doesn’t require a ton of work and doesn’t have to be done at 
school. 

○ Membership and Engagement Committee - Many of these tasks have already 
started moving forward, including the Membership Drive.  We hope to not only 
get folks to sign up but to continue to be engage with the PTA. 

● Committee Needs: Need a chair for this committee.  Would be 
great for someone who loves talking to people and bringing folks in. 

○ Staff Appreciation - Committee prepares treats, lunches and other ways to 
appreciate the staff.  

● Committee Needs: Need folks to help put together fall and winter 
treats.  This would be great for someone who is crafty. 
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○ Room Parent Committee - Room Parents help coordinate support of the 
classroom, including helping teachers collect additional supplies when needed 
and helping to coordinate class parties for Fall Fest and Valentine’s Day Party. 

■ Committee Needs: Still need a Room Parent committee chair, as 
well as Room Parents for several classes. 

● Communications Committee - Work to communicate often with the community 
through the website, Facebook, weekly emails, etc.  

■ Committee Needs: Folks to help post to Facebook or to engage in 
other types of social media presence. 

● STEAM Day Committee - Helps to support parent engagement in STEAM Day 
which will be happening the day before Spring Break. 

 
6. Choice Program Presentation (7:25-7:55) 

● Ms. Willis presented on the County’s Choice Programs 
● Magnet Programs 

○ Ms. Willis talked about the Middle School Magnet Consortium and additional 
magnet programs at Eastern MS and Takoma Park MS.  For Consortium, Glen 
Haven usually has approximately 1-3 students who are accepted.  See link to 
PowerPoint for more information. 

● Highly Gifted Center 
○ Ms. Willis talked about the Elementary Program for the Highly Gifted.  Students 

participate in 4th and 5th grade. See link to PowerPoint for more information.  
● Questions: 

○ What is the difference between what kids get at Glen Haven vs at the Highly 
Gifted Center? 

■ At the Highly Gifted Center there are a lot of projects, there is a lot of 
competition and there is a lot of writing.  Students get a high quality, 
challenging education regardless. 

○ How many kids from Glen Haven get into the Highly Gifted Center? 
■ Last year we had 12 apply and 1 got in. 

○ If parents are considering the programs, should they speak to the teacher and 
Ms. Willis to see if it’s a good fit? 
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■ Yes. That can be helpful. 
○ How does Glen Haven’s accelerated math fit in? 

■ Some fourth graders are able to do accelerated math with a group at Glen 
Haven, as of this year.  This is separate from the Highly Gifted Center. 

 
7. Meeting Close (7:55–8:00) 
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Agenda de Reunión 
1. Llegada y cena gratis de pizza (6:30-7:00) 
2. Aprobación de minutos (7:00-7:05) 
3. Comentario de la presidenta/Anunció (7:05-7:10) 
4. Reporte del presupuesto (7:10-7:15) 
5. Presentación de comité (7:15-7:25) 
6. Choice Program Presentacion (7:25-7:55) 
7. Finalizar la reunion (7:55-8:00) 
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